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The International Text-book of Surgery by American and British 
Authors. Edited by J. Collins Warren, M.D., LL.D., Professor of 
Surgery in Harvard Medical College; Surgeon to the Massachusetts 
General Hospital, and A. Pearce Gould, M.S., F.B.C.S., Surgeon to 
Middlesex Hospital; Lecturer on Practical Surgery and Teacher of 
Operative Surgery, Middlesex Hospital Medical School; Member of the 
Court of Examiners of the Royal School of Surgeons, England. Yol. I. 
General and Operative Surgery. With 458 illustrations in the text, and 
nine full-page plates in colors. Philadelphia : W. B. Saunders, 1900. 

This praiseworthy work has been prepared under the editorship of an 
American and an English surgeon, each of international repute, with the 
collaboration of thirty-three American and fourteen English authors. 
When we come to examine the authorship of the sixty-three chapters 
that compose the two volumes we find that some forty-six, or more than 
two-thirds, are from the pen of American surgeons, so that while the 
work is, strictly speaking, of international authorship the number of 
chapters by American exceed those of English authors. 

In their preface to the first volume the editors announce that their 
aim has been to produce a reliable text-book of surgery, embodying a 
clear but succinct statement of our present knowledge of surgical path¬ 
ology, symptomatology, and diagnosis, and such a detailed account of 
treatment as to form a reliable guide to modern practice, and that, 
while not aiming at the merely novel, they have carefully omitted an¬ 
tiquated methods, and hope that the reader will find in these pages 
only what is practically useful to-day. Reviewed from such a stand¬ 
point, it may be said that the editors have been eminently successful 
and have produced a book which in every way fulfils the obligations as 
announced in the introduction. 

It is a difficult matter to review, in the space ordinarily allotted, 
with any very great thoroughness a work covering such an enormous field 
and exploiting the views of some threescore authors. Many of the 
chapters are, in point of fact, monographs of the subject treated, as¬ 
signed to, in many instances, individuals who have had so much experi¬ 
ence in that particular branch that their writings are not a mere 
compilation, as so many of the works turned out to-day, but embody 
the views and opinions of one who can speak authoritatively. Every¬ 
one recognizes, however, the necessity of resorting to this plan in the 
preparation of a modern text-book, as it is practically impossible for 
one man to write authoritatively on the vast range of subjects embraced 
in the field of surgery. One has but to refer to the authorship of 
the various chapters to be assured of the intrinsic worth of this text¬ 
book. Thus, in Yol. L, Cabot contributes an article on the Blood ; 
Warren, on Inflammation, Erysipelas and Gangrene, as well as on a 
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number of other subjects; Pilcher, on Fractures; Watson Cheyne, on 
Diseases of the Bone ; Bland-Sutton, on Tumors; Bradford, on Con¬ 
genital Dislocation of the Hip, Flat-foot and Club-foot. In Yol. II., 
McBurney has been assigned the subject of the Vermiform Appendix ; 
Fenger, the Kidneys ; to Bull, the subject of Hernia; to Mayo Bob- 
son, the Diagnosis of Abdominal Diseases, and, again, to the senior 
editor, the Surgery of the Breast, the Technique of Abdominal Surgery, 
Acute Intestinal Obstruction ; and to T. Orne Green, the Surgery of 
the Ear. 

The arrangement of the subject-matter conforms in general to that 
of modern text-books. Vol. I. is devoted to general surgery, includ¬ 
ing the effects of traumatism and inflammation, anaesthesia, opera¬ 
tive technique, minor and operative surgery, injuries and diseases of 
the various systems, including the bones, the joints, the lymphatics and 
bloodvessels, the nerves, muscles, tendons, and bursae. Vol. II. is de¬ 
voted to the various branches of special or regional surgery, and con¬ 
tains some of unusual character, such as a chapter on the Influence of 
Age and Bace on Surgical Affections; chapters on Military and Naval 
Surgery, by medical officers of the respective services ; one on the Trau¬ 
matic Neuroses, and another on Tropical Surgery, by Cantlee, a lecturer 
at the London School of Tropical Medicine. 

The question might arise as to the necessity of a modern surgical 
book containing articles which treat of subjects belonging, strictly 
speaking, to the specialties, such as the eye, the ear, gonorrhoea, and 
syphilis. The presence of chapters on these subjects no doubt enhances 
its value as a work of reference for the general practitioner, although 
it is not likely that the aural or the ophthalmic surgeon or the genito¬ 
urinary specialist will purchase a treatise on general surgery solely to 
have at hand the one chapter in which he is more particularly inter¬ 
ested. The same might be said of surgical bacteriology, a subject 
which has of recent years made such rapid strides that it is a difficult 
matter to cover even the elements of the subject in a single chapter. 
As a matter of education, however, it is a good object lesson for the - 
medical student to see the first chapter of a surgical text-book given up 
to surgical bacteriology ; he is taught thereby to appreciate the im¬ 
mense value to the surgeon of the information which has emanated from 
the laboratory of bacteriology. 

Bepetitions are noticeable here and there, but these are unavoidable 
in books so arranged. Thus, for example, tuberculous lymphangitis is 
treated under three headings—under that of surgical tuberculosis, 
under the surgery of lymphatics, and for the third time in the chapter 
on the Surgery of the Neck. The chapter on Surgical Tuberculosis 
might well have been omitted, as it belongs more properly to works on 
general pathology. So much of the pathology of tuberculosis with which 
the student should be familiar may be discussed in connection with the 
tissue systems, the lymphatics, the genito-urinary organs, the bones and 
joints, and so on ; in fact, the most common manifestation of surgical 
tuberculosis, joint and bone tuberculosis, is not discussed in this chapter 
at all. 

Again, in the chapter on Diseases of the Joints, the author by way 
of introduction airs his views on the pathology of inflammation, which 
has already been very properly treated in one of the early chapters. 
Osteitis deformans is treated under a separate heading in the chapter 

VOL. 121 , NO. 3 .— MARCH, 1901 . 22 



330 


REVIEWS. 


on the Diseases of the Bones, and, again, with rheumatoid arthritis in 
Diseases of the Joints. These commentaries are passed not in the sense 
of reflections, but as indications of how in a future edition {he authors 
might practice some economy as to the number of pages without affect¬ 
ing the usefulness or popularity of their text-book. 

The chapter on Special Joints should either be omitted or the sub¬ 
ject-matter inculcated with that on Diseases of the Joints. As it stands 
now it reflects no credit upon the book as a whole. However familiar 
the author may be with his subject, he has not expressed his ideas in a 
way that calls for any great amount of commendation. Thus he writes, 
“ that in neglected or obstinate cases th o flexed and slung limb has to 
be tied up against the trunk for months, but may often be got well with 
perseverance.” Again, “ in the progress to recovery the arm at first 
continues disabledagain, f< arthritis of the shoulder in cases of 
tubercle or osteomyelitis is frequently attended with abscess, which may 
burst and leave sinuses” Inflammation of the hip-joint may attend 
other ({. e ., other than tubercular) infective states or general disorders 
of the system , etc. One is told that * ‘ puffy oedema may easily occur 
in sprain of the shoulder.” 

The teachings propounded throughout are, on the whole, sound, and 
there are no noteworthy contradictory statements, such as are apt to 
appear in books of composite authorship. We think it a much better 
plan to teach the student to disassociate those conditions which result 
on the one hand from traumatism, and, on the other, from microbic 
invasion, reserving for the latter the term inflammation ; “ that the 
changes produced by inflammation are those expressive of destruction 
rather than repair and that the alterations in the structures met 
with after traumatism are but the reaction upon the part of the tissues 
necessary to effect reparation. The other view is taken, however, and 
inflammation classified as simple (of traumatic origin) and infective (of 
microbic origin). 

The chapter devoted to Constitutional Effects of Wound Infection is 
exceptionally well written ; the subject is treated in the light of the 
most recent addition to our knowledge of these fevers. One hesitates, 
however, to indorse a more complicated classification of a subject already 
so confusing to the student. The introduction into this class of so-called 
surgical fevers of a form of fever styled septic intoxication, which is 
described as a disease due to the resorption of poisons from foci of 
suppuration, seems perfectly reasonable, but the same cannot be said 
of septicopyemia, “ which is used to convey the impression that the 
symptoms of sepsis are present as well as those of pyemia.” It is diffi¬ 
cult enough already to draw any sharp lines clinically between pyemia 
and septicemia ; why, therefore, make matters still more complicated 
by attempting to recognize a third variety ? 

In the chapter on Gangrene one notes the novel way in which the 
various forms of gangrene are classified, the classification being based 
on the size and nature of the vessels involved. Thus : 1. Gangrene 

due to impairment of the general circulation. 2. Obstruction of main 
arteries and veins. 3. Obstruction of the smaller arteries. 4. Obstruc¬ 
tion of the arterioles. 5. Obstruction of the capillaries and venules. 

There are a number of chapters which are deserving of the highest 
commendation, and therefore should not pass unnoticed. Those are the 
chapters on Wounds and their Repair; on the Constitutional Reactions 
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to Wounds and their Infections; on the Technique of Aseptic Surgery 
—a chapter which in point of thoroughness should stand at the head of 
the list—on Anaesthetics, which includes an excellent consideration of 
nitrous oxide gas ; and on Fractures and Dislocations. 

In Vol. II., the chapters on Hernia, on the Breast, on the Stomach 
and Intestines, on the Vermiform Appendix, on the Traumatic Neu¬ 
roses, and on Military, Naval, and Tropical Surgery are all of a high 
order of excellence. The authors have provoked some adverse criti¬ 
cism by the manner in which they have subdivided the subjects. Thus, 
genito-urinary diseases are treated in four chapters, by as many authors, 
one being devoted to the ureters,.one to the kidneys, one to the urethra, 
bladder, and prostate, and a fourth to the scrotum and testes. The 
surgery of the oesophagus has been isolated from the chapter on Surgery 
of the Neck, as has the surgery of the uterus from the chapter on 
Gynecology. Just as in Vol. I., the subject of the joints was subdivided 
as follows : injuries of the joints, dislocation of the hips, diseases of the 
joints, diseases of the special joints, congenital dislocation of the hip, 
flat-foot, club-foot. If the book is to be used as one of reference, pure 
and simple, this arrangement of the subject-matter will not detract from 
its value; if as a text-book, however, it would have been better had 
the matter been entrusted to fewer authors. 

On the whole, however, it may be said that this international text¬ 
book of surgery is modern in every particular, most comprehensive in 
its scope, sound and practical in its teachings, andjs wholly deserving 
of the popularity already won. C. H. F. 


Tkaite be Chirurgie b’Urgence. Par Felix Lejars, Professor Agr6g6 
eI la Faculty de M^decine de Paris. 482 figures dont 193 dessin6es 
d’apres nature, par le Dr. E. Daleine, et 103 photographies originales. 
8 vo., pp. 751. Paris: Masson et Cie, 1899. 

A Treatise ox Emergency Surgery. By Felix Lejars. 

The title of this volume strikes one at first as not altogether satis¬ 
factory, but the criticism is perhaps sentimental rather than real. A book 
with a somewhat similar title, namely, Imperative Surgery , has recently 
been published in America to which the same objection has suggested 
itself. These titles are suggestive of an effort to be sensational, a trait 
always objectionable in scientific writing. 

An inspection of Professor Lejars’ book, however, shows that it is 
written in the truest scientific spirit, and by a surgeon evidently well 
grounded in the principles of modern surgery and of the keenest 
surgical perception. He truly says that the number of emergency 
operations has been extended as operative results have become more 
positive through modern scientific surgical methods. As surgeons are 
better armed, he who accepts the designation of physician or surgeon 
accepts by that act a greater degree of responsibility than was formerly 
the case. 

He explains that his book is written to show what ought to be done 
in emergencies, when a physician, who does not take up surgery as a 
specialty, meets with cases requiring surgical treatment and cannot 



